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Philadelphia Dining and Nightlife Offer Something for Everyone

By GARY STERNBERG, Senior Member

hiladelphia, in addition to being a

city with numerous historical trea-
sures, is a2 modern city with a dynamic
dining and nightlife scene. Numerous
restaurants abound within walking dis-
tance of the Pennsylvania Convention
Center, site of the 2008 Technical Com-
munication Summit. There are fine din-
ing experiences, cheesesteaks, and ev-
erything in between. You can also go to a
concert, go club hopping, catch a show,
or take in a ball game. There’s some-
thing for everyone in Philadelphia!

Dining Near the Convention Center

Chinatown is next to the Convention
Center and is obviously a great place
to enjoy a meal. That is particularly so
for large groups looking for something
reasonably priced. There are dozens of
great restaurants within a few blocks.
Sang Kee, Joy Tsin Lau, Ly Michaels,
Ocean Harbor, Four Rivers, and Har-
mony Vegetarian are just a few.
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But you can get a lot more than just
Chinese food in Chinatown. Siam Cui-
sine and Taste of Thailand offer Thai
food; Vietnam Palace, Hoa Viet, and
Capital Vietnam provide Vietnamese
cuisine; Penang and Banana Leaf Ma-
laysian feature Malaysian fare; and Ran-
goon provides Burmese food.

A few blocks from the Convention
Center is the Independence Brew Pub,
a microbrewery with good food. Mag-
giano’s, an Italian chain that specializes
in family-sized platters, is also good for
groups.

For lunch, the Reading Terminal Mar-
ket across from the Convention Center
is an absolute must. The market, opened
in 1893, is a veritable bazaar of eateries.
Ifyou want to sample a cheesesteak, grab
one at Carmen’s or a number of other
places. For hoagies (known elsewhere as
subs), get an Italian at Spataro’s. DiN-
ic’s offers pork or beef sandwiches with
provolone and roasted peppers. There
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are also stands that sell vegetarian food,
Pennsylvania Dutch delicacies, southern
cuisine, Mexican food, crepes, seafood,
kabobs, and much more—not a single
national chain among them!

Other Dining

Within easy walking distance of the
Convention Center, the Old City his-
toric district has been experiencing a
restaurant renaissance for years. Bud-
dakan, an Asian fusion restaurant, is
one of the most popular. The City Tav-
ern is a true experience, where the dé-
cor, colonial garb of the wait staff, the
menu, the drinks, and even the table
settings all evoke the ambiance of an
eighteenth-century tavern. Old Original
Bookbinder’s is a classic seafood restau-
rant. Amada is a Spanish restaurant of-
fering tapas and paella.

“Restaurant Row” on Walnut Street
includes Le Bec-Fin, one of the highest
rated restaurants in the country (and
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most expensive—a meal for one will
be at least $100). For a less pricey op-
tion, you can try Brasserie Perrier, which
shares the same owner as Le Bec-Fin but
not the prices. Nearby are the Il Portico
Ristorante and the Striped Bass (where
Bruce Willis dined with his wife in the
movie The Sixth Sense). A few blocks west
is Rittenhouse Square, featuring such
excellent restaurants as Friday Saturday
Sunday, the Devon, Monk’s Café, and
Eulogy Belgian Tavern.

A quick cab ride away is South Philly,
which features dozens of terrific Ital-
ian restaurants, as well as Pat’s, where
the cheesesteak was born in 1930, and
Geno’s, which many locals consider
just as good as, if not better than, Pat’s.
There are too many excellent Italian res-
taurants in South Philly to start naming
them. However, one of particular note is
Victor’s Café, where the wait staff are also
classical music students who frequently
interrupt meals to burst into an aria.

Nightlife

Philadelphia has a vibrant nightlife,
with a wide range of activities within
walking distance of the Convention
Center. Whether you want to go club
hopping, hear some music, catch a for-
eign film, or just relax with a cocktail,
Philly has it all.

Old City is particularly hopping at
night. The Continental Restaurant and
Martini Bar offers an extensive martini
list, while Cuba Libre offers not only
fine Cuban cuisine but a rum bar with
more than sixty varieties. The Plough
and the Stars is a traditional Irish pub,
while the Tin Angel (www.tinangel.com)
and Khyber Pub (www.thekhyber.com) of-
fer live music. Dance clubs such as Glam
and Shampoo (www.shampooonline.com)
offer nonstop entertainment.

The Kimmel Center and the Acad-
emy of Music on the Avenue of the Arts
present classical music events. A block
away from the Convention Center is the
Trocadero (wwuw.thetroc.com), one of
the many live venues offering punk and
similar types of sounds. Zanzibar Blue
(www.zanzibarblue.com) and the Clef
Club provide live jazz.

Philadelphia has a number of the-
aters. Of particular note, the Walnut
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Street Theatre—America’s oldest the-
ater, founded in 1809—will be in the
middle of its run of Les Misérables during

the conference, and tickets can be ob-
tained at www.walnutstreettheatre.org. If
it’s cinema you’re interested in, the Ritz
theaters offer independent and foreign
films on more than a dozen screens at
three different locations in Old City.

A real treat is South Street, which is on
the fringe of Center City both physically
and spiritually. This is probably the most
eclectic street in town, with all kinds of
unusual eateries, clubs, and shops.

Want to catch a baseball game at
the relatively new Citizens Bank Park
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(which opened in 2004)? You're in luck!
During June 2-4, the Phillies will be
hosting the Cincinnati Reds, all games
starting at 7:05 PM, and the ballpark is
just an easy subway ride away. The Phils
will also be playing a day game on Sun-
day, June 1, against the Florida Marlins.
You can get tickets in advance at www
.phillies.com.

Clearly, there’s something for every-
one in Philadelphia, and you’ll have
no problem finding things to do when
the conference sessions end each day. A
terrific Web site to find out what’s hap-
pening is www.gophila.com. Reservations
are recommended for the nicer restau-
rants, and you can find the Web sites for
just about all the restaurants mentioned
here by consulting this article’s sidebar
or by googling the name of the restau-
rant and including “Philadelphia.” At
the conference itself, the Philadelphia
Metro Chapter STC will be staffing a
hospitality booth.

Hope to see you at the conference! @

For many of the finer restaurants in Philadelphia, making reservations weeks pri-
or to your arrival at the STC 2008 Technical Communication Summit June 1-4
would be a good idea. A listing of the Web sites for some restaurants featured in
the accompanying article follows.

Amada—uwww.amadarestaurant.com

Brasserie Perrier—wwuw.brasserieperrier.com
Buddakan—www.buddakan.com

City Tavern—uwuwuw.citytavern.com

Continental Restaurant and Martini Bar—wwuw.continentalmartinibar.com
Cuba Libre—www.cubalibrerestaurant.com
Devon—uwwuw.devonseafood.com

Eulogy Belgian Tavern—wwuw.eulogybar.com

Friday Saturday Sunday—wwuw.frisatsun.com

Il Portico Ristorante—wwu.il-portico.com

Independence Brew Pub—wuwuw.independencebrewpub.com
Le Bec-Fin—wwuw.lebecfin.com
Maggiano’s—www.maggianos.com

Monk’s Café—www.monkscafe.com

Old Original Bookbinder’s—wwuw.oldoriginalbookbinders.com
Plough and the Stars—wwuw.ploughstars.com

Striped Bass—wwuw.stripedbassrestaurant.com

Victor’s Café—wwuw.victorcafe.com

While you generally don’t need reservations for the restaurants in Chinatown
(although making reservations a few hours in advance would be a good idea for
large parties), you can access the Web sites for most of them at wwuw.phillychina
town.com. ©
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