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Honorary Fellow Receives “Genius Grant”

David Macaulay, an STC Honorary 
Fellow, has received a 2006 MacAr-

thur Fellowship, a prestigious honor that 
recognizes individuals for extraordinary 
creativity in the arts and sciences. Often 
referred to as “genius grants,” MacAr-
thur Fellowships provide one-time, no-
strings-attached grants of $500,000 to 
allow recipients the freedom to pursue 
their creative interests.

A writer and illustrator of more than 
a dozen books, Macaulay is best known 
for his 1988 bestseller, The Way Things 
Work, which explains through text and 
drawings the workings of machines as 
simple as a lever and as complex as a ra-
dio transmitter. His latest book, Mosque, 
describes the design and construction of 
a sixteenth-century mosque. Macaulay’s 

other works include Cathedral, Castle, 
Pyramid, and The New Way Things 
Work. Although many of his books are 
recommended for children, Macaulay’s 
precise explanations and illustrations 
of mechanical and scientific principles 
have entertained and illuminated 
millions of adults around the world.

As STC’s Honorary Fellow for 2002, 
Macaulay spoke at the opening session 
of STC’s 49th Annual Conference in 
Nashville, Tennessee. He is the third 
STC Honorary Fellow to receive a 
MacArthur Fellowship, joining comput-
er scientist Timothy Berners-Lee, inven-
tor of the World Wide Web, and the late 
Stephen Jay Gould, an eminent biolo-
gist and writer. 

David Macaulay

Whether you’re writing a product instruction manual or creating a corporate 
website, you must consider how the end-user will interpret it. After all, how 

effective is your work if your audience can’t understand or use it?

Texas Tech University now offers two online graduate degrees that focus on 
writing and Web design from the user’s perspective: A Master of Arts in Technical 
Communication and a PhD in Technical Communication and Rhetoric. Discover 
effective strategies and explore theories in Interface Design, Interactive Design, 
Usability Testing, and Intercultural Communication. Best of all, both degrees are 
online, making it easy for you to pursue a degree from wherever you are.

Technical Communication Program 
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